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From Garden to Grill:
The Changing Nature of Our Backyards

Kevin Joeckel, Landscape Designer

back I came across an old issue of absence of the more exotic vegetable species:
Better Homes and Gardens from the no shallots, no incendiary peppers, no Roma

year 1920. The magazine was full of beautiful tomatoes. The plan called for fat carrots, red
illustrations of lush gardens and elaborate potatoes, green beans, and beefy tomatoes (by
garden plans for the homeowner. As | thumbed the bushel). The garden wasnét used to grow
through the magazine, | acquired an interesting ingredients for Emerilés latest pasta sauce -- you
perspective on how our outdoor grew staples.
lives at home have changed over A ...we have This should come as no surprise.
the course of the past 80 years. n The 19206s grocery store was

The magazine featured a evolved from nothing like todayfs enormous
landscape plan for fia typical growing food in  supermarkets. Milk was delivered
home in-towno which | found to the door in bottles, meat was
especially interesting. The plan our backyard, to purchased from the butcher, and
for the front yard called for lilacs, cooking food in if you wanted fresh produce, you
hydrangeas, and lots of zinnias . grew itin your garden.
aﬁd imgatiens. There were our backyard.o
sketches for elaborate arbors The Rise of the Outdoor Kitchen
graced with climbing roses and
vines. Many of us still grow and maintain gardens,

Even more fascinating was the plan for the but the reason we grow our own veggies is more
backyard. The majority of space behind the about choice and nostalgia than survival. After
house was swallowed up by massive vegetable all, our modern mega-supermarkets have exotic
gardens. The plan for these gardens was tomatoes from Italy, gourmet potatoes from
elaborate and detailed, with plants speciyed Idaho, crisp lettuce from the Salinas Valley, and
for each row. As | scanned the list of veggie tangy onions from lowa. No tilling, seeding,

D uring an antique-hunting trip awhile plantings, the yrst thing | noticed was the
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