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Spring is here and itôs time for some 
fresh thinking about our home 
landscapes. The focus is on function 

ï creating beautiful garden spaces that enrich 
our lives.  A talented landscape designer 
can help you get started by analyzing your 
existing site and guiding you through the 
multitude of decisions necessary 
to create a beautiful space.

The Front Yard
Old approach: a big lawn and 
foundation plantings for ñcurb 
appealò
New approach: The gracious 
entry courtyard
Concept: Rather than shoving 
plants against the foundation of 
the house, create a functional 
space that serves as an 
extension of the entry foyer of your home.
Essential Elements: 
A welcoming walkway.  Choose a durable, 
long-lasting surface and make sure it is 
installed properly.  Pavers have come a long 
way since the key-shaped Uniloc paver hit 

the market years ago.  Manufacturers have 
created pavers with remarkable character, 
rich colors, and versatile shapes.   Bluestone 
never goes out of style, and its natural beauty 
is unsurpassed as a paving surface.  Make 
the walkway wide enough for two people to 
walk side by side, and include space for a few 

simple furnishings.
Low stone wall, hedge or low 
decorative fence for enclosure.  To 
make the entry courtyard work, 
some sort of gentle enclosure is 
necessary to create the sense of  
being inside a room.  Depending 
on the architecture of the house, 
the surrounding environment, and 
your budget, you  may choose a low 
picket fence, stone wall, or hedge.
Ornamental trees for interest and 
scale.  Small trees help bring the 

space into scale, offering a ñceilingò for the 
outdoor room and interesting þowers, fruit, 
and fragrance at eye level.  Properly placed, 
they also provide a pleasing view from inside 
the home.
Shrubs and perennials for color and 

Fresh Ideas for the Home 
Landscape    
by Kevin Joeckel, Landscape Designer

Donôt Forget...
Visit burnettslandscaping.
com to download past issues of 
our newsletter, see photos of 
completed projects, and view 
our complete list of services!
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