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Rethinking the Lawn

Kevin Joeckel, Landscape Designer

s you read this, a long, brutally hot and
dry summer is well behind us. It was
a summer that blowtorched our lawns and
created a splendid environment for all those
horrible, nearly impossible to eradicate grassy
weeds.

My own lawn was a real mess. Despite my
noble attempts to save it, what had been a

setting the stage for the more colorful shrubs
and perennials. The root system of turfgrass
holds soil in place, preventing erosion.

But all these advantages come with a price.
Lawns can be incredibly maintenance and
resource fihungry.0 They require consistent
moisture, frequent fertilization, and diligent
weed and insect control to maintain their

lush, green carpet in early June
had given up the ghost entirely
by mid-August. The variety

and abundance of weeds was
astonishing T | had my own little
lawn weed arboretum.

Now is the
time to plan

for spring
lawn work!

health and appearance.

Because lawns are maintenance

- intensive, you would think there
would be a trend towards smaller
lawn areas. In fact, the opposite is
true. As our homes have become

As | traveled around southeastern
Connecticut, it was pretty obvious
that | was not alone. After such a brutal
summer, maybe itds time to rethink the role of
the lawn in the home landscape.

Lawns have become a part of American
outdoor culture, and for good reason. They
provide a soft, pleasing fipooro for the
outdoor room. They are durable, able to
withstand the trafyc of people and pets.
Lawns provide a soft background of green,
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larger and larger, so have our lawns.
The length of time we spend at

work has increased as well, and dual income
households are now the norm. The end result
is that we are left with larger and larger lawn
areas, and less and less time to care for them.
What can we do?

The yrst step is to carefully evaluate how
much lawn area is sufycient for your needs,
then adjust its size accordingly. Although
itos hard to visualize a home landscape

Continued on page 2...
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Rethinking The Lawn

..continued from page 1.

without some lawn area, most homeowners have more
lawn space than they actually need. Landscape beds
can be substituted for lawn, reducing maintenance and
resource use and providing a more pleasantly varied
garden routine. A smaller lawn will be require less
time to mow, and less water and fertilizer to keep it
attractive.

good quality topsoil before seeding.

After renovating the soil, we recommend seeding
with a drought and disease resistant turfgrass blend.
A premium quality seed is absolutely essential.
When it comes to seed, you really get what you pay
for. Inexpensive seed mixes may
have low germination rates, low

An experienced landscape 'I,\\ R AN drought tolerance, and low disease
: AN i
designer can help you evaluate /"‘\\ ”\ resistance.

how much lawn area you need,
conygure the planting beds to
make mowing easier, and help
you select plants that will reduce
your maintenance burden.

Once webve firight-sizedo the
lawn to simplify maintenance,
the next step might be to
provide a more robust growing
environment for the lawn itself. Most Connecticut
soils are sandy and lack organic matter. The
addition of compost or topsoil can work wonders for
improving the health of turfgrass. Organic matter
holds moisture and makes nutrients available to the
lawn, reducing the need for watering and fertilizing.
We recommend that you have at least four inches of

Water is essential to the health of
your lawn, and the most efycient
way to bring water to your lawn
is with a professionally installed
underground sprinkler system.

If you would like to rethink your
own lawn, give us a call. Our team
of designers can help you evaluate
your property and devise a plan to reduce your lawn
maintenance. And if your lawn was roasted by the
summer of 005, we have the equipment and expertise
to give your turf an fioverhaulo. Spring and early
fall are the best times for new lawn installation, and
although spring may seem a long way off, ités not too
soon to talk to us now!

Frequently Asked Questions About Our Lawn Services

What is Hydroseeding? Hydroseeding is the application of seed in a water-based slurry via specialized spray
equipment. The slurry mix typically consists of grass seed, a specialized mulch product, fertilizers, weed con-
trol agents, and binding agents that help adhere the mix to the soil. Hydroseeding is the most cost effective
method for seeding large areas of lawn, typically 15,000 square feet or larger.

What is a Lawn Renovator? Burnettés Landscaping has two renovation machines: a tractor mounted unit
for large areas, and a walk-behind unit for smaller areas. Both machines slice thin (1/80) slits in the lawn and
drop seed into the space. We recommend lawn renovation when at least yfty percent of your lawn is healthy.
The renovator can help increase the density of your turf and yll in bare spots.

When is the Best Time For Lawn Installation/Renovation? The best time for new lawn installation or
renovation is late-August through mid-October, and late-April through early-June.



Congrats To Pete Strmiskal!
Pete Marks His 20th Year at Burnettos Landscaping

Letds look at some important events from the year cover the state of North Dakota. And along the way,
1985: he has emerged as an extraordinary craftsman, creat-
A Ronald Reagan is sworn in for his second term ing beautiful outdoor spaces that will last for many
A Coca Cola introduces fiNew Coked years.

A The yrst Calvin and Hobbes comic strip appears

A Elmo appears on Sesame Street for the yrst time When Pete yrst started, the landscape crews worked
A Back to the Future hits the theaters out of Dave and Cheryl Burnettés house. Twenty

A Cyndi Lauper wins a grammy for Best New Artist years later, he is the most senior crew leader for one
of Connecticutts largest landscape contractors. He
and....(drum roll).... serves as a patient and insightful mentor for everyone
on our team, from designers to crew helpers.
Pete Strmiska joins Burnettés Landscaping!
As you might imagine, Pete has an extraordinary gar-
Thatbs right...way back in October of 1985, Pete de- den of his own in Salem, and he spends considerable
cided to begin his career with us. And what a journey amounts of his free time tending it to perfection.
it has been. Pete has installed literally miles of stone
wall, thousands of square feet of bluestone and brick,  So congratulations Pete...herebs to another 20 years!
and enough trees, shrubs, perennials, and annuals to

Fall Fireworks
Sugar Maples for the Home Landscape

Ités fall, and all over New England, the landscape is ablaze with color.
Sugar Maples are known not only for their syrup, but for their absolutely
spectacular fall yreworks. You havendt seen fall color until youdve seen a
Sugar Maple all dressed up in its translucent gold foliage. When allowed
the space required to achieve their mature form, the sugar maple develops
a distinctive egg-shaped canopy. For all these reasons, homeowners often
dream of having a sugar maple grace their property.
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The quarterly newsletter
for Burnettés Landscaping
Clients

In the past, sugar maples were a challenging tree to grow in a residential en-
vironment. First, a mature sugar maple is a big tree. Few homeowners had
the room to accommodate one comfortably. Second, they require a location
that is sheltered from hot, dry summer winds, which can cause the leaves

to tatter. Third, sugar maples are slow growers, requiring many years to
achieve a satisfying size.

Send address corrections and
inquiries to:

Burnettds Landscaping
Newsletter Department
406 New London Road
Salem, CT 06420-4102

But in recent years, plant breeders have introduced a number of exciting
sugar maple cultivars that boast fast growth, a smaller size, and resistance
to leaf tatter -- and all have fantastic fall color.

If you would like a sugar maple of your very own, give us a call. We can
help you select the right variety, size, and location for your own fall yre-
works show!

Phone (860) 859-3100
Fax (860) 859-1616
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Fall i1s for...

L andscape Design and Installation. If youbre thinking about

a landscape project, now is the time! Fall is a wonderful time to plant.
With the cooler temperatures, transplant shock and heat stress is reduced.
And with the shorter lead times, we can start your project sooner. So avoid
the spring rush! Our talented design staff is ready to help you create your
very own figreat outdoors.o

860-859-3100
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