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Itôs one of the most frequent questions weôre 
asked as designers, and until now, it was one of 

the most difýcult questions to answer.

If youôre remodeling your kitchen, adding 
a sunroom, or ýnishing your basement, itôs 
relatively easy to ýnd reliable information 
regarding the value these improvements will add 
to your property. But landscaping 
has always been a difýcult 
improvement to quantify. 

Now, thanks to a study conducted 
by the Michigan State University 
Department of Horticulture, 
we have a deýnitive answer. 
Landscaping may add as much as 
11% to the perceived value of your home.

Over the course of four months in 1999, Michigan 
State researchers administered questionnaires at 
consumer home and garden shows throughout the 
eastern and central U.S. Participants were shown 
a photograph of a typical new home with only a 
lawn, concrete drive, and concrete walkway, and 
they were given the home value as estimated by 
local realtors. 

The participants were then shown 16 additional 
photos of the subject home with varying levels 

of landscaping, and they were asked to assign a 
value to the home depicted in each photo. Over 
1,300 people participated in the survey.  

The results, in a nutshell: 
ÅLarge plant sizes signiýcantly increased 
perceived home value. 
ÅSmall plant sizes actually decreased perceived 

home value.
ÅSophisticated designs with diverse 
plants increased home values the 
most. 
ÅSimple, unsophisticated 
foundation-only plantings actually 
decreased perceived home value by 
an average of 2.1%!

Although it would be easy to predict that good 
landscaping would increase home value, it was 
interesting to note that ñless sophisticatedò 
landscapes actually decreased the value of the 
home.

Based on the ýndings, if your sole purpose for 
landscaping is to increase the value of your home, 
then the study provides you with a clear path 
to success: invest in the largest plants you can 
reasonably afford, and ýnd a talented, experienced 
designer who will create a pleasing design with a 
diverse variety of plant materials. 
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add as much as 

11% to the value of 

your home.ò
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